What can you do with this network? Thisis the big question to ask. In general, newer networks tend to be multi-purpose. But some networks
have special requirements. Understanding the specific needs of each specific use on a network is beneficial for community planners who want to to plan
holistically for their community. Here are some kinds of networks that are built for special purposes.
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* Community based communications have proven to be important complimentary services in disaster situations. For example, community radio, HAM radio operators, and
volunteer built internet and voice over internet nodes proved to be important during and after Hurricane Katrina.
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Some of the most interesting networks today are developing around low cost communication over the airwaves. Developers are working on applications that are
meant to enhance communication at the neighborhood and city wide level. This is an area that has lacked benefit from the first generation of computer enhanced
networks.
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Old fashioned networks such as radio and TV use old but reliable technologies that are closely associated with their single purpose use. Radio and TV
broadcasters use licensed radio spectrum set aside for its use. Improvements in broadcasting technology have freed up a large amount of radio spectrum in the
radio and TV band that can now be put to other uses. Future uses in the TV bands could include broadband service to under-served areas.
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